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Music Archive

Mark WeaverOs UFO Ensemble
Well-engineered tunes support free, focused improvisation
By Mel Minter

PRINT | EMAIL | FB| TWEET | PERMALINK

Mark Weaver Ntuba player, composer
and founder of the UFO EnsembleN
interlaces written and freely
improvised elements to construct
sturdy, expressive tunes capable of
bearing the full weight of his
collaboratorsO imaginations. At turns
bluesy, boppish, swinging, funky,
concrete and organic, his
compositions promote a focused but
freewheeling conversation among the
quartetOs musicians. The dialogue
engages listeners even as it
challenges the suppositions of some.

Mark Jackson-Weaver

Mark WeaverOs UFO Ensemble visits the fun house.

1tOs no mistake that Weaver is, in his other life, an architect. He understands
that a properly engineered structure can support a wide range of options, and
he chooses to work with musiciansNtrumpeter Bill Clark, trombonist Christian
Pincock and drummer Jason AspesletNwho are both free and disciplined
enough to take advantage of that.

What you get is hard to classify.
ONeo brass band,O says Aspeslet.

ONew Orleansbstyle brass band on
crack or something,O says Pincock.

particular genre that | know of,0 says Weaver.

Olt doesnOt conform to any

This weekend, audiences in both Santa Fe and Albuquerque will have an
opportunity to figure it out on their own.

Collaborative Music

The ensemble, which Weaver started up about two years ago as a laboratory for
his compositions, has evolved through different lineups before settling on the
current configuration.

OTheyOre very easy to be with in a group situation,O says Weaver.

The ensembleOs performance last fall at The Roost, a festival for new music,
bears him out. Right from the opening moments of that concert, the quartet
played with a heightened collaborative awareness.

OBiIll comments about this,0 Weaver notes. OHe says, OChristian and |, weOve done
so much of this, itOs likeN.O TheyOre almost telepathic in how they approach the
material, without talking about it. TheyOre really sympathetic in their
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approaches. EveryoneOs really open-minded, which is the whole point behind
whoOs in the group.O

With material ranging from the deconstruction of a manic bop head (OMinusO) to
a jaunty homage to Jelly Roll Morton (OThe Incomparable FerdO) to a Slavic-
flavored dirge (OIn Place Of0), open, flexible minds are essential.

Spontaneous Approach

Weaver emphasizes that the freely improvised sections are developed from a
common understanding of what the composition requires at a given moment
from the improvisation.

O10m trying to make the improvised sections structural,O says Weaver. OSay, one
or two members of the group will actually be playing written material, and the
others will be improvising. So thereOs some structural way that itOs built in.O

Weaver relies heavily on his bandmatesO instincts and judgment, and he resists
providing detailed instructions. OA lot of it has to do with what Mark doesnOt
say,O Pincock says. OWe have instructions, and theyOre very very sparse. There
may be a pattern, or there may be a few words. ... WeOre free to do pretty much
whatever we want in that structure.O

With no piano, guitar or other chordal instrument, like the jazz brass bands
that inspired it, UFO Ensemble relies on a strong rhythmic foundation to keep
things moving forward together. Aspeslet delivers the necessary funk and swing
and percussive accents with a disarming economy that helps tie the three horn
lines together.

Whether theyOre playing a written section or free, Weaver notes that Oa
spontaneous approachQ is key to the ensembleOs sound. OWe try all different
kinds of approaches. We try different ways of stimulating different kinds of
musical conversations.O

Mark WeaverOs UFO Ensemble
Friday, Feb. 12

Santa Fe Complex

632 Agua Fria, Santa Fe

$10, (505) 466-4832

Saturday, Feb. 13
The Kosmos

1715 Fifth Street NW
$5, 463-0149
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